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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Carolina Farm Credit Partners with the CEFS to Promote Local Food Economy
Carolina Farm Credit is partnering with the Center for Environmental Farming Systems (CEFS) to promote North Carolina’s local food economy through the 10% Campaign. 
The campaign is an initiative of the CEFS, with support from N.C. Cooperative Extension and the Golden LEAF Foundation. Because North Carolinians spent $35 billion on food each year, if just 10 percent went to local sources, more than $3.5 billion would be available in the state’s economy.
Through the campaign website – www.nc10percent.com – North Carolina consumers and businesses sign up and pledge to buy local food. Each week, participants receive a campaign email, asking them to report how much they spent on local food that week. The results are tallied on the campaign website.
More than 1,700 individuals and 161 businesses have signed up for the campaign. The businesses and institutions that have pledged to spend 10 percent of their food dollars on food from local sources include restaurants, grocery stores and co-ops, universities, corporate food service programs and state agencies. 
The Center for Environmental Farming Systems is a program of N.C. State’s College of Agriculture and Life Sciences, N.C. A&T State University and the N.C. Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services. The center provides education, outreach and research related to sustainable agriculture and food systems.










Carolina Farm Credit is a stockholder-owned cooperative providing short, intermediate, and long-term financing to full and part-time farmers and agricultural-related businesses and also provides financing for the construction and purchase of homes in 54 counties through 37 service centers.  Other financial services available are credit life insurance, crop insurance, appraisal services, leasing programs and financial planning.


Carolina Farm Credit serves over 8,800 members with loans outstanding totaling more than $1.28 billion.  The association’s territory covers the western half of North Carolina, with branch offices located in Albemarle, Asheboro, Asheville, Boone, Burnsville, Carthage, Concord, Ellerbe, Graham, Greensboro, Hendersonville, Hillsborough, Jefferson, Lenoir, Lexington, Lincolnton, Marshall, Mocksville, Monroe, Murphy, Newton, Pilot Mountain, Reidsville, Roxboro, Rural Hall, Salisbury, Shelby, Siler City, Sparta, Spindale, Statesville, Taylorsville, Wadesboro, Waynesville, Wilkesboro, Yadkinville, and Yanceyville.
Directors for Carolina Farm Credit are Thomas E. Porter, Jr., Chairman, Cabarrus County; Joseph “Joe” Lail, Vice-Chairman, Cleveland County; John M. Barnard, Iredell County; E. Bernard Beck, Randolph County; W. Rex Bell, Iredell County; Mark A. Bray, Herbert R. Cheeks, Clay County. Stokes County; David M. Coltrane, Randolph County; Charles L. "Butch" Deal, Macon County; Bobby Joe Gambill, Alleghany County; W. Stephen “Steve” Love, Alamance County; Bobby J. “Bud” Matthews, Yadkin County; R. Dwayne Myers, Wilkes County; Clark M. Newlin, Alamance County; Tony. L. Ragan, Lee County; Lewis E. Smith, Lincoln County; Vickie N. Smitherman, Yadkin County; L. Kim Starnes, Rowan County, Dr. Alton Thompson, Guilford County.
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