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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Carolina Farm Credit Holds 10th Annual Ag Leadership Institute
Statesville, NC – Carolina Farm Credit recently held its tenth annual Agricultural Leadership Institute in Asheville, NC at the Grove Park Inn. This educational conference brings together and celebrates young, beginning, small and minority farmers. It was created to equip these farmers to meet the challenges of modern agriculture and encourages the sharing of ideas and networking within the industry.  This year’s 33 participants were couples or individuals from farms across Carolina Farm Credit’s territory and were selected for their leadership and achievements. 


The dynamic and interactive three day seminar was led by Dr. David Kohl, professor emeritus at Virginia Tech and professional speaker. This year, Dr. Kohl focused on the “Mega Forces of Agriculture.” His topics are designed to enlighten and help participants meet the daily challenges of modern agriculture while maintaining balance between family business, family life, and personal life. 

“Each year I am amazed by the quality of the farmers who attend this event”, says Mike Morton, CEO of Carolina Farm Credit.  “Their commitment to and passion for agriculture renews my faith that the future of North Carolina agriculture is in good hands.  By allowing opportunities to network and create relationships, we are hopeful that these couples get much more from the weekend than the academic information provided.  I know that we at Carolina Farm Credit feel that building relationships with these farmers helps our company create a link to agriculture’s future and allows us to stay connected to our customer base,” says Morton.


Other speakers for the Institute included Dr. Alex White, Virginia Tech Professor in the Department of Agriculture and Applied Economics; Mike Morton, CEO of Carolina Farm Credit; Dr. Ted Katsigianis, Vice President of Agriculture at the Biltmore Company; Tom Haarmann, Manager of Financial Services with Carolina Farm Credit; and Dr. Michael Hester, Director of the Pastoral Counseling and Growth Center in Asheville. The group also took a tour of the Biltmore House, had lunch at the Lioncrest and enjoyed dinner at various local restaurants. 


Attendees of the 2010 Ag Leadership conference were Kevin and Candy Baucom, Marshville; John and Carly Beam, Cherryville; Patrick and Elizabeth Brennan, Kernersville; Dan and Kasey Brooks, Monroe; Austin and Stacy Dunn, Mt. Gilead; Cameron Eaker, Cherryville; John and Tina Gross, Sanford;  Jason and Kristi Gurley, Gold Hill; Brian and Amy Howard, Harmony; Dale and Deborah Hudler, West Jefferson;  Casey and Meredith McKissick, Old Fort; Chad and Jennifer Simpson, Monroe; Jay and Meghann Moore, Cleveland; Kaleb and Monica Rathbone, Waynesville; Tony and Dawn Spease, Pfafftown; Jason and Robin Starnes, Salisbury; Ross and Cherlon Young, Marshall. 
Carolina Farm Credit is a stockholder-owned cooperative providing short, intermediate, and long-term financing to full and part-time farmers and agricultural-related businesses and also provides financing for the construction and purchase of homes in 54 counties through 37 service centers.  Other financial services available are credit life insurance, crop insurance, appraisal services, leasing programs and financial planning.

Carolina Farm Credit serves over 8,900 members with loans outstanding totaling more than $1.28 billion.  The association’s territory covers the western half of North Carolina, with branch offices located in Albemarle, Asheboro, Asheville, Boone, Burnsville, Carthage, Concord, Ellerbe, Graham, Greensboro, Hendersonville, Hillsborough, Jefferson, Lenoir, Lexington, Lincolnton, Marshall, Mocksville, Monroe, Murphy, Newton, Pilot Mountain, Reidsville, Roxboro, Rural Hall, Salisbury, Shelby, Siler City, Sparta, Spindale, Statesville, Taylorsville, Wadesboro, Waynesville, Wilkesboro, Yadkinville, and Yanceyville.


Directors for Carolina Farm Credit are Thomas E. Porter, Jr., Chairman, Concord; Joseph A. Lail, Vice-Chairman, Shelby; John M. Barnard, Statesville; E. Bernard Beck, Seagrove; W. Rex Bell, Statesville; Mark A. Bray, Lawsonville; Herbert R. Cheeks, Hayesville; David M. Coltrane, Pleasant Garden; Charles L. “Butch” Deal, Franklin; Bobby J. Gambill, Sparta; W. Steve Love, Graham; Bobby J. “Bud” Matthews, East Bend; R. Dwayne Myers, Elkin; Clark M. Newlin, Haw River; Tony L. Ragan, Sanford; Lewis E. Smith, Lincolnton; Vickie N. Smitherman, East Bend; L. Kim Starnes, Salisbury; Dr. Alton Thompson, High Point.
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