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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Carolina Farm Credit Employees and Board Donate over $4,300 to Local Charities
Statesville, NC – Over $4,300 was collected by the employees and Board members of Carolina Farm Credit who participated in a charity contribution throughout 2011.  Each of the Carolina Farm Credit 36 service centers submitted a local charity choice and four charities were selected through a random drawing to divide the donations.  

The following groups will receive donations of $1,076.25 from Carolina Farm Credit:

Richmond County Hospice – Rockingham, NC (Ellerbe service center)
Meals on Wheels – Hillsborough, NC (Hillsborough service center)
Ashe Outreach Ministries – Jefferson, NC (Jefferson service center)
American Red Cross of Surry County – Pilot Mountain, NC (Pilot Mountain service center)
Richmond County hospice has been providing end of life care for patients in Richmond, Anson and Montgomery Counties since 1985. Hospice care ensures patients are as comfortable as possible, controls pain, and treats disease-related symptoms. Hospice services can be provided in the home or in a hospice facility.
Meals on Wheels of Hillsborough provides home-delivered meal services to people in need. The Hillsborough program is part of more than 5,000 local Meals on Wheels Senior Nutrition Programs in the United States. These programs provide well over one million meals to seniors who need them each day. Some programs serve meals at congregate locations like senior centers, some programs deliver meals directly to the homes of seniors whose mobility is limited, and many programs provide both services.
Ashe Outreach Ministries is based out of an old general store in the Clifton community in Ashe County. It offers a food pantry, prepares meals to eat at the ministry on weekdays, sends groceries home on Fridays with schoolchildren and operates a "Soup for You" lunch on Saturdays in West Jefferson. The nondenominational ministry involves about 100 churches and more than 100 volunteers in sending out nearly 20,000 pounds of food a month. 
The American Red Cross of Surry County provides relief to victims of disaster and helps people prevent, prepare for, and respond to emergencies. In addition to domestic disaster relief, the American Red Cross offers compassionate services in five other areas: community services that help the needy; support and comfort for military members and their families; the collection, processing and distribution of lifesaving blood and blood products; educational programs that promote health and safety; and international relief and development programs.

Michael R. Morton, CEO of Carolina Farm Credit said, “As this year draws to a close, the employees of Carolina Farm Credit are thankful we can positively impact the lives of many in need through our local charity donations.  This is a project our employees look forward to participating in each year.”
Carolina Farm Credit is a stockholder-owned cooperative providing short, intermediate, and long-term financing to full and part-time farmers and agricultural-related businesses and also provides financing for the construction and purchase of homes in 54 counties through 36 service centers.  Other financial services available are credit life insurance, crop insurance, appraisal services, leasing programs and financial planning.

Carolina Farm Credit serves over 8,900 members with loans outstanding totaling more than $1.28 billion.  The association’s territory covers the western half of North Carolina, with service centers located in Albemarle, Asheboro, Asheville, Boone, Burnsville, Carthage, Concord, Ellerbe, Graham, Hendersonville, Hillsborough, Jefferson, Lenoir, Lexington, Lincolnton, Marshall, Mocksville, Monroe, Murphy, Newton, Pilot Mountain, Reidsville, Roxboro, Rural Hall, Salisbury, Shelby, Siler City, Sparta, Spindale, Statesville, Taylorsville, Wadesboro, Waynesville, Wilkesboro, Yadkinville, and Yanceyville.

Directors for Carolina Farm Credit are Joseph A. Lail, Chairman, Shelby; Mark A. Bray, Vice-Chairman, Lawsonville; John M. Barnard, Statesville; E. Bernard Beck, Seagrove; W. Rex Bell, Statesville; Herbert R. Cheeks, Hayesville; David M. Coltrane, Pleasant Garden; Susie J. Gambill, Sparta; W. Steve Love, Graham; Bobby J. “Bud” Matthews, East Bend; Clark M. Newlin, Haw River; Thomas E. Porter, Jr., Concord;  Tony L. Ragan, Sanford; Lewis E. Smith, Lincolnton; Vickie N. Smitherman, East Bend; L. Kim Starnes, Salisbury; Dr. Alton Thompson, Summerfield.
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