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Caption: From left: Marsha Williams, Loan Officer, Carolina Farm Credit, Wilkesboro; Katelyn Lomax, Concord; Brooke Bonds, Salisbury; Scott Lee, Loan Officer, Carolina Farm Credit, Statesville. 

North Carolina Youth Attend Cooperative Leadership Conference

Statesville, NC—Carolina Farm Credit recently sponsored two youths to attend the 2010 Cooperative Youth Leadership Conference held at the N.C. FFA Center in White Lake.  The two campers were Brooke Bonds of Salisbury and Katelyn Lomax of Concord. 

Forty-two students from across North Carolina attended the week-long camp that focused on building leadership skills while learning about cooperatives. The attendees, each sponsored by a cooperative or agricultural organization, heard several distinguished speakers representing various types of cooperatives, enjoyed a series of outdoor team building activities and participated in a luau dinner and talent show.
The youth also received training in the operation of cooperatives by organizing a t-shirt cooperative. They sold shirts to fellow campers and donated the proceeds to St. Jude Children’s Hospital. 
Carolina Farm Credit provided two counselors for the week.. They were: Marsha Williams, Loan Officer from Wilkesboro; and Scott Lee, Loan Officer from Statesville. 

Andre Harris of Greensboro, NC was selected as the Outstanding Camper. Harris was sponsored to attend the conference by Southern States. As recipient of this honor, The Thad Eure Cooperative Leadership Award, Harris received an expense-paid trip to the 2010 National Institute on Cooperative Education (NICE) held in July on the campus of the University of Tennessee in Knoxville, TN.

Chosen to join Harris in representing North Carolina at the NICE Conference were Montana Wrigley from Fuquay-Varina, sponsored by Wake EMC; Thaddeus Van Essendelft from Pantego, sponsored by TriCounty TMC; Eli Bright from Huntersville, sponsored by Yadkin Valley TMC; and Austin Ledford from Marshall, sponsored by French Broad EMC. Alternates selected were Leah Himmelman from Elk Park and Rebecca Duncan from Sparta, both sponsored by Skyline TMC.
Carolina Farm Credit is a stockholder-owned cooperative providing short, intermediate, and long-term financing to full and part-time farmers and agricultural-related businesses and also provides financing for the construction and purchase of homes in 54 counties through 37 service centers.  Other financial services available are credit life insurance, crop insurance, appraisal services, leasing programs and financial planning.



Carolina Farm Credit serves over 8,800 members with loans outstanding totaling more than $1.28 billion.  The association’s territory covers the western half of North Carolina, with branch offices located in Albemarle, Asheboro, Asheville, Boone, Burnsville, Carthage, Concord, Ellerbe, Graham, Greensboro, Hendersonville, Hillsborough, Jefferson, Lenoir, Lexington, Lincolnton, Marshall, Mocksville, Monroe, Murphy, Newton, Pilot Mountain, Reidsville, Roxboro, Rural Hall, Salisbury, Shelby, Siler City, Sparta, Spindale, Statesville, Taylorsville, Wadesboro, Waynesville, Wilkesboro, Yadkinville, and Yanceyville.

Directors for Carolina Farm Credit are Thomas E. Porter, Jr., Chairman, Cabarrus County; Joseph “Joe” Lail, Vice-Chairman, Cleveland County; John M. Barnard, Iredell County; E. Bernard Beck, Randolph County; W. Rex Bell, Iredell County; Mark A. Bray, Herbert R. Cheeks, Clay County. Stokes County; David M. Coltrane, Randolph County; Charles L. "Butch" Deal, Macon County; Bobby Joe Gambill, Alleghany County; W. Stephen “Steve” Love, Alamance County; Bobby J. “Bud” Matthews, Yadkin County; R. Dwayne Myers, Wilkes County; Clark M. Newlin, Alamance County; Tony. L. Ragan, Lee County; Lewis E. Smith, Lincoln County; Vickie N. Smitherman, Yadkin County; L. Kim Starnes, Rowan County, Dr. Alton Thompson, Guilford County.
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