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For immediate release:

Rockingham Young Farmer Learns How to Grow Her Ag Business

A Rockingham County young farmer, Pamela Keranen was among the inaugural group of young, beginning, small, and minority farmers who recently completed a Farm Credit University (FCU) AgBiz Planner program, sponsored by Carolina Farm Credit with a grant from the NC Tobacco Trust Fund Commission.
Keranen successfully completed the college-level, online course over several months and learned to develop business and financial plans, as well as budgeting and management skills essential to a farm’s success.
For two years, Keranen and her husband, Kirk, have been partners, operating a 64-acre farm near Reidsville. On it, they have been growing crops, including corn and wheat. 
Recounting what she learned from the AgBiz Planner program, Keranen said, “Participating in the program was very beneficial to me, helping me gain the skills necessary to make our small farm a success in years to come.”

As part of the AgBiz Planner program, Keranan had a close mentoring relationship with Jim Webb, a loan officer and branch manager in the financial cooperative’s Reidsville Service Center. Sharing his thoughts on the value of the program, Webb said, “In addition to learning marketing and business management skills, Pamela now has a better understanding of how to prepare documents to apply for loans and credit for future expansion.”
Of the two-year grant from the NC Tobacco Trust Fund Commission, Carolina Farm Credit CEO Mike Morton said, “We are pleased to have provided this opportunity for these farmers to learn and benefit in ways that are certain to improve the financial side of their farming operation.”
Carolina Farm Credit is a farmer-owned financial cooperative with headquarters in Statesville. The leading provider of credit to farmer-members, Carolina Farm Credit has over $1.2 billion in loans and commitments outstanding to nearly 8,700 members, serviced by 37 branch offices in 54 western North Carolina counties. 
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Editor:
In addition to the information in this news release, Pamela Keranen has agreed to be contacted for more information.

You can reach her by email at pamelakeranaen41@yahoo.com  or by telephone at: 336-668-6420.
For more information, contact:
Maggie Hamm – Carolina Farm Credit VP of Marketing 
Email: mhamm@carolinafarmcredit.com      Phone: 800-521-9952




and/or

Jim Haskins - AgriBusiness Communications Group



Email: jim@abc-group.net
     

Phone: 919-933-2327
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