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Johnny & Sharon Rogers Chosen as Outstanding Cooperators of the Year

Statesville, N.C. – The Cooperative Council of North Carolina recently conducted its sixth joint Cooperative Leadership Conference in Myrtle Beach, South Carolina, with 35 couples/individuals from North Carolina, South Carolina and Georgia. Johnny and Sharon Rogers of Roxboro were selected as North Carolina’s Outstanding Cooperators of the Year for 2007 from seven North Carolina couples in attendance. Sharon and Johnny will be conference ambassadors at co-op events throughout 2007.

During the weekend conference in Myrtle Beach, the Conference participants attended sessions led by an impressive faculty of cooperative leaders and discussed the importance of cooperatives as they pertain to each state and the individuals’ roles in the future leadership of their organizations. Larry Shoffner, Chairman of the Cooperative Council’s Board of Directors and CEO of Carolina Farm Credit, believes the couples/individuals who attended the conference gained a new appreciation for cooperatives and a fresh understanding of their function and impact on the lives of people in rural North Carolina.

The Rogers, sponsored by Carolina Farm Credit, live in the Woodsdale community of Person County, North Carolina. They are cooperative members in Carolina Farm Credit, Piedmont Electric Membership Corp., and Southern States. Sharon, a graduate of North Carolina State University, is the Marketing Director with the N.C. Cattlemen’s Beef Council. Johnny, a cattle rancher, graduated from the University of Tennessee with a degree in Animal Science and received his Master’s in Nutrition from NCSU. 


Johnny is the President of the Person County Cattlemen’s Association and Vice President of the Red Angus Association of the Carolinas. Sharon is past President of the N.C. Farm Writers and Broadcasters and is currently Secretary for the N.C. 4-H Livestock Endowment. The couple is active in the National, N.C., and Person County Cattlemen’s Associations, Red Angus Association of America and of N.C., Person County Meat Goat Producers, N.C. Angus Association, N.C. Farm Bureau Federation, and the American Registry of Professional Animal Scientists.

In March of 2006, the Rogers were among attendees at the Agricultural Leadership Institute, an annual event in Asheville hosted by Carolina Farm Credit. At that conference earlier this year, the Rogers were chosen by their peer participants to represent Carolina Farm Credit, also their sponsor, at the Cooperative Leadership Conference. 
Carolina Farm Credit is a farmer-owned cooperative providing short, intermediate, and long-term financing to full and part-time farmers and agricultural-related businesses and also provides financing for the construction and purchase of rural homes in 54 counties through 37 branch offices.  Other financial services available are credit life insurance, crop insurance, appraisal services, leasing programs and financial planning.

Carolina Farm Credit serves over 9,300 members with loans outstanding totaling more than $1.1 billion.  The association’s territory covers the western half of North Carolina, with branch offices located in Albemarle, Asheboro, Asheville, Boone, Burnsville, Carthage, Concord, Ellerbe, Graham, Greensboro, Hendersonville, Hillsborough, Jefferson, Lenoir, Lexington, Lincolnton, Marshall, Mocksville, Monroe, Murphy, Newton, Pilot Mountain, Reidsville, Roxboro, Salisbury, Shelby, Siler City, Sparta, Spindale, Statesville, Taylorsville, Wadesboro, Waynesville, Wilkesboro, Winston-Salem, Yadkinville, and Yanceyville.

Directors for Carolina Farm Credit are Clark M. Newlin, Chairman of the Board, Haw River; Tony L. Ragan, Vice-Chairman, Sanford; Bobby R. Atkins, Troy; John M. Barnard, Statesville; E. Bernard Beck, Seagrove; William C. Bess, Jr., Lincolnton; Mark A. Bray, Lawsonville; Charles L. “Butch” Deal, Franklin; Bobby J. Gambill, Sparta; David T. Haynes, Dobson; Gary W. Herlocker, Albemarle; Joseph A. Lail, Shelby; Dennis T. Leamon, Statesville; W. Steve Love, Graham; Bobby J. Matthews, East Bend; Bobby E. McCollum, Jr., Polkton; R. Dwayne Myers, Elkin; Wayne T. Nix, Hendersonville; Thomas E. Porter, Jr., Concord; Dr. Alton Thompson, High Point.
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